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Discharged Gases Hansen’s Disease 
Whose Responsibility? 


Clinical Study the Social Injustice Incurred Discharged (HD) Patients). 
Eugene Kellersberger, M.D., D.T.M. 


(Condensed Paper Read International Congress Leprology,” Madria, Spain, October, 1953) 


Little notice has been taken the 
problems the discharged leprosy pa- 
tient, nor the social and economic in- 
justice they suffer the hands 
erment and Society. Many have be- 
gin life over again under new name, 
keeping the old name,—live among 
strangers. ever discovered that 
once had leprosy—even though there 
physical evidence—he becomes the 
pariah society! What has some 
handicap? Then may need 
surgery, rehabilitation special train- 
ing. Whose responsibility aid 
during this period readjustment? 

The United States Public Health 
Service does not assume further 
sibility for the discharged patient after 
leaves Carville. 


Performance, the official publica- 
tion The President the United 
States Committee for the Physically 
Handicapped, the problem leprosy 
patients not mentioned, even though 
number have contracted the disease 
while serving their country. 

the Conference Leprosy held 
New York City (March, 
sored the New York Academy 
Sciences, the last ten 
papers, Social Stigma Leprosy.” 
This logical for even when there 
permanent arrest clinical cure, “The 
Social Stigma” still persists. 

Discharged patients come the 
American Leprosy Missions for help. 
“disability” provision made for 
these cases nor effort help them get 
readjusted, except local welfare agen- 
cies Missions like ours. This 
great injustice and must with 
Governments, well the above 
mentioned groups. 

Four Cases 

CASE No, Veteran the Ist 
and 2nd World Wars, 
those wars served Public Servant 
the employ the United States Gov- 
ernment, 1945 returned the 
same Government position which 
had held for twenty years. was soon 
afterwards discovered that had 
mild case Hansen’s disease. was 
treated for five years and was discharged 
symptom-free, 1952, was de- 
clared the United States Public 
Health Service permanently arrested 
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case danger The United 
States Civil Service Commission official- 
declared him with “no disability,” 
all these official declarations, 
his former employers, (whose Medical 
Officer made only cursory examina- 
tion) declared him “disabled” 
and refused re-employ him. 
now deprived earning livelihood 
the Government Service, 
cal statements experts. This 
perfect example the Social Stigma 
Leprosy. 

CASE No. concerns one our Gov- 
ernment Overseas Agencies during and 
World War expert steno- 
grapher without any warning received 
the following letter: 

have received your letter resig- 
nation dated August 1951, with con- 
siderable regret. Your work this of- 
fice has been highly satisfactory. fact, 
you were actively being considered for 
promotion higher class and salary. 
Nevertheless, appreciate your motives 
desiring take more permanent 
post work special interest you. 
is, therefore, with the most sincere 
regret that accept your resignation, 
elfective close business, August 
and wish you the very best for- 
tune your new position.” 

matter fact, the young woman 
had never sent her resignation. 
polite lie was used hide the know- 
ledge the fact that she formerly had 
mild case neural leprosy. Concern- 
ing her case, quote the opinion one 
the world’s foremost leprologists: 

cured her leprosy, and 
deliberately use that word, and there 
than healthy person. think 
the action the higher authorities 
took regard her was absolutely 
unjustified and completely unfair. They 
disregard certificates, not only from 
but from other doctors, result, 
makes any certificate non-infectivity 
from any leprologist much value 
piece waste paper.” 

own written protest received the 
unsatisfactory answer that this must 
considered “closed incident,” Until 
Government officials and others pos- 
itions authority change their attitudes 
toward cases like this, there seems little 


STAR 


hope for the future discharged lep- 
rosy patients. 

CASE No. comes from 
Port City the United States. 
back street. was slightly crippled 
end received some aid from local chari- 
ties. local clinic, was told 
young doctor with overseas experience 
that had leprosy. The next day 
police patrol arrived put him 
isolation hospital. demonstration 
the part the neighbors almost caused 
riot. They stated that had lived 
there for thirty-five years and that there 
was nothing wrong with him. Only 
firm attitude our part 
“burnt-out” case from being torn 
nis family and being useiessly hospital- 
ized heavy expense the tax payer. 
for few persons who know and 
care, still the forgotten man 
poor back street. 

CASE No. intelligent young 
man who contracted leprosy boy, 
without treatment for some years. Be- 
fore the disease could arrested ex- 
tensive nerve damage left marked resi- 
deformity, Reconstructive surgery 
hes been done repeatedly his face, 
hands and feet but the scars are 
there. His parents have cast him out. 
They fear ostracism from the 
ity because their son and are ashamed 
him, Our Mission and local Welfare 
Agencies have failed rehabilitate him. 

CONCLUSION: 

DISCHARGED? WHAT THEN? 
Shall worthy patients such the above 
mentioned continue doubly hand- 
icapped, shall governments assure 
these ex-patients the following: 

(1) New surgical 
able lessen prevent deformity and 
disfiguration, 

(2) Training for useful occupation. 

(3) Procurement permanent job. 

(4) Financial support until the above 
forms rehabilitation have been com- 
pleted. 

fact that the social problem 
the discharged leprosy patients are 
unsolved. the responsibility this 
Sixth World Leprosy Congress face 
these problems, and bring them 
the attention the Nations and Gov- 
ernments represented this important 
Conference. 
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The Couple Our Cover 


Freely Have Received, Freely 10:8 


husband and wife team that has 
travelled from one end this coun- 
try the other the most strenuous 
lecture tours for thirteen years, some- 
times making many five and six 
talks day, all the interest peo- 
ple with disease America 
and foreign lands, the couple 
are proud present our cover. Un- 
til their recent retirement 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc., Dr. 
Eugene Kellersberger was A.L.M.’s 
General Secretary and Julia Lake Kel- 
lersberger was its promotional secretary. 
The Kellersbergers can also look back 
many years faithful service 
patients the Congo Belge before 
they joined 1940. Dr. Kellers- 
berger acknowledged authority 
tropical medicine; Julia Lake gifted 
author and dynamic speaker. Through 
the years the Kellersbergers have given 
freely themselves and their talents. 
They have earned the right retire- 
ment. But one doubts these two peo- 
ple, dedicated high purpose, will 
content rest for long their laurels, 
laurels which include Dr. Kellersberg- 
er’s decorations, the Chevalier Royal 
Order the Lion and the Chevalier 
Royal Order the Crown, bestowed 
upon him the King Belgium, for 
colonial services. 

However, since early this year, Eu- 
gene and Julia Lake Kellersberger are 
“home, sweet home” their littie 
cottege Melbourne, Florida, sign 
made driftwood dragged from the 
nearby ocean proclaims the name 
their place “Happy Landings.” 
The New mes- 
sage said, “For some months are go- 
ing just ‘lounjering like 
Brer Tarrypin and, until get ad- 
justed our new way life, ’ain’t 
gwine whar skasely’ like Uncle Re- 
mus, but after that, watch out; ex- 
pect retire four new tires, going 
wherever the Lord leads His serv- 
ice.” 

Meanwhile, though the Kellersberg- 
ers are basking the Florida sun, they 
are not unoccupied, “au contraire!” 
February Ist, they had received more 
than thousand pieces mail and en- 
tertained 160 guests Land- 
ings.” February 16, Dr. Kellersberg- 
had two speaking engagements the 
Veterans Army Hospital Coral Gables 
before medical and surgical groups. 

Career Achievement 


Eugene Roland Kellersberger was 
born Cypress Mill, Texas 1888. 
graduated from Whitis Academy, 


Austin, Texas, 1906 and 1911 re- 
ceived his B.A. the University 
Texas. obtained his M.D. 1915 
Washington University Medical 
School, St. Louis, and 1916 went 
the Congo Belge medical mis- 
sionary for the Presbyterian Church. 
During this time received certifi- 
cate from the London School 
cal Medicine (1921) and diploma 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene from 
the Royal College Physicians, Lon- 
don (1922). 1928 was ordained 
Gespel Minister the 
Church U.S.A. and became Medical 
Secretary the Congo Protestant Coun- 
cil and member the Royal Com- 
mission for Protection Natives, 

1930 Dr, married 
Julia Lake Skinncr, well 
throughout the religious edu- 
cation director for the Presbyterian 
Church, Dr. Kellersberger took his 
bride the Congo Belge where had 
already served years and had estab- 
lished the Bibanga Medical Service Hos- 
pital. Together they founded the Bi- 
banga (HD) Agricultural Colony, 
highly successful venture which has set 
the pattern for similiar projects. 


Deft Scribe 


Julia Lake graduate Agnes 
College, Georgia and the Biblical 
Seminary, New York. She has Mas- 
ter’s degree from New York University. 
interesting experiences the Congo 
provided her with wealth material 
her firs: book, Congo Crosses, and 
she has also written God’s Ravens and 
other novels. 1949 there appeared 
Doctor the Happy Landings Julia 
Lake and Eugene Kellersberger, com- 
pilation letters, you from 
the skyways, the highways and the 
ways the and concerned 
part with trip the Kellersberger took 
1946 government hospitais 
and mission Hansenaria Latin- 
America, Africa and Western Europe. 
The wife was the scribe this trip. 
But the book really covers two trips. 
1947-48 Dr. Kellersberger and Mr. 
Donald Miller, secretary the London 
Mission, made second trip inspecting 
hospitals and settlements the 
Orient, Dr. Kellersberger wrote the let- 
ters this trip. 

Some Julia Lake’s time 
Landings being spent finishing her 
ercy. This book will tell about the Kel- 
lersbergers’ thrilling experiences the 
great city New York and their work 
with 
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impressive Affiliations 


International Who’s Who lists Dr, 
Kellersberger member American 
Society Tropical Medicine, Interna- 
tional Leprosy Association, New York 
Society Tropical Medicine, and New 
York Academy Sciences. 1938, 
while the Congo Belge, Dr. Kel- 
lersberger went Cairo, Egypt, 
delegate the “Fourth International 
Leprosy Congress,” and ten years later 
was delegate the Fifth Congress 
Havana, Cuba. Dr. Kel- 
lersberger was secretary The Com- 
mittee the Change the Words 
“Leper” and “Leprosy,” which drew 
the much discussed Congress 
Resolution” terminology, reai- 
firmed the Madrid Congress 1953, 
recommending the use the 
term ‘leper’ designation the pa- 
tient abandoned....However, the use 
the name ‘leprosy’ should retained 
the scientific designation for the dis- 
ease.” 

Mission Changes Name 


1950 the American Missions 
omitted the odious 5-letter word from 
its title but, even before that Dr. Kel- 
lersberger was record against its con- 
tinued use, had also approved the 
term “Hansen’s disease.” 1945 
stated, “Few realize how the word 
‘leper’ makes person who has leprosy 
feel. feels the fear, disgust, con- 
tempt condescending sympathy with 
which too many people have 
This Mission has already adopted the 
avoiding this word. The next 
step would avoid the word lep- 
rosy, This might done, although 
that still its official name, used 
the medical profession and 
lic organizations. also called Han- 
sen’s disease after the famous Norwe- 
gian doctor who discovered the bacillus 
1874. therefore concur the use 
this new term.” 


Attacks Social Stigma 


Kellersberger has for years fought 
the unwarranted social stigma which 
has attached itself so-called leprosy, 
The New York Academy Sciences, 
Hansen’s disease November 1950, 
heard Dr. Kellersberger read 
lenging paper this phase the 

There were only two papers the 
social aspects Hansen’s disease read 
the recent International Congress 
held Madrid, and Dr. Kellersberger 
one these papers (see page 
1). —continued page 
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Comprehensive Program Set For 
National Convention 


“And GREATER works these 
will the theme the 46th An- 
nual Meeting American Leprosy 
sions, held the First Meih- 
odist Church, Dallas, Texas, April 26-- 
28, 1954. This will also the 
first biennial convention. 

Speakers from abroad, and their top- 
ics, will be: 


Robert Cochrane, M.D., Ch.B. 
(Glas.), D.T.M.&H. 
(Eng.) London, formerly India, 
new Technical Medical Advisor 
American Missions, “Our Present 
tion (HD) Control;” 

James Ross innes, East 
Commission. “Government’s Func- 
(HD) Control;” 

Mr. Boon Lert Santonin, personal lay 
assistant Dr. Richard Buker, 

Rev. Wu, formerly secretary 
the Chinese Leprosy Missions, 
hai. “How Did China.” 

keynote address, Christian 
Function (HD) Control,” will 
given Rev. Leland Brubaker D.D., 
Secretary the General Mission Board 
the Church the Brethren. 


The 


The entire evening session April 
will devoted the American 
scene with addresses Dr. Fred. 
Kluth, Corpus Christi, Texas, 
Epidemiologist, Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial, and Research 
Texas State Department Health, 
Rev. Carl Elder, resident Protestant 
Chaplain, Dr. Rolla Wol- 
cott, Clinical Director, Public 
Health Service Hospital, Carville; and 
discharged patient. 


Sectional Discussions 


unusual feature this meeting 
will three separate sixty-minute ses- 
sions devoted sectional discussions 
wide range themes, which will 
sparked and directed approximately 
forty missionaries, who have been doing 
countries, Among the titles are the 
lowing: 

Preventive villages, the pattern 
the future. 

danger and safety. 

Looms and farms for fun and for 
vocation, 

How governments and 
work together. 


Christian College. 
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What for our non-infective 
and discharged cases. 


Orthopedic surgery, the new 
dawn. 

What American doctor ought 
know. 


Reports from Madrid and Lucknow 


There also reports from the 
“International 
berger, Dr. Cochrane; and from the 
“International Christian Leprosy 
Lucknow Mr. Raymond 
Currier. 


Special Courses 


Dr. Cochrane (above) will also holc 
ciasses therapy and control 
the Convention ior all 
aries attendance. 


Educational Service 


national convention ALM, 
being brought Dallas,” Forest 
regional secretary for the 
Southwest, told the Dallas press, “with 
the hope performing educational 
service for Southwest.” “In the 
previous years the convention, meet- 
ings have been conducted either 
East West Coast. However, the South- 
west has been named endemic area, 
and our hope create interest 
the work being done the field 
disease,” said, 

than 300 persons are expected 
attend the Dallas Convention. 


THE STAR 


President the American Missions, 
Dr. Emory Ross New York 
shown here “talking convention” with 
Carville’s Medical Officer Charge, 
Dr. Gordon. Dr. Ross was 
Carville February personally 
extend invitation Dr. Gordon for 
this hospital represented the 
Dallas Convention. 

When interviewed THE STAR, 
Dr. Ross was most enthusiastic about 


the coming convention. “We have great 


hones for it,” declared. “We feel 
with the modern technology, advances 
both drugs and methodology, treat- 
ment and surgery, there real hope 
bringing Hansen’s disease 
trol with its eradication the goal. 
The British and American Christian 
forces which aid 244 clinics 
tals and treatment centers for Hansen’s 
disease around the world have the wid- 
est flung-front against this disease that 
exists. With this technology and meth- 
odology, they can now pioneer the bat- 
tie almost every country where 
endemic for the control Hansen’s 

plays more important part the 
treatment so-called leprosy than 
that any other physical ailment, 
emphasized that spoke lay per- 
son. But said, “Having lived and 
seen for many years Africa and 
some other parts the world, al- 
ways struck disease which has 
for all generations been over-empha- 
sized many its features. Religious 
causes can perhaps aid removing that 
and social stigma which, with- 
out real reason has been attached 
for long and perhaps special 
call the spiritually-minded men and 
women the Hebraic Christian stream 
religion fight. want enlist 
lay and technical people that con- 
ception the disease.” 

* 

One the interesting personalities ex- 
present the Dallas Confer- 
ence Mrs. Ulstrom, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, volunteer worker, charge 
the Missions’ Visual Education, 
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Carville’s Former Chaplain Now 
Lecturer for Missions 


Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Rash 


The Rev. Clifton Rash, 
Moines, now field speaker for 
the “American Leprosy Missions, Inc.,” 
says that becoming lecturer was 
his desire “use the 
things learned ten years service 
Protestant Chaplain the Public 
Health Service Hospital, Carville, 
help erase the stigma attached 
leprosy and the people who have 
Mr. Rash resigned his chaplaincy the 
fall 1951. We, who know him well, 
had hoped that after leaving these du- 
ties would consider his health and 
let-up iittle arduous schedule 
talks. However from newspaper clip- 
pings coming over our desks seems 
that Mr, Rash continues traveling and 
speaking groups with apparent 
concern for his own well-being. 

Mr, and Mrs. Rash took their 
Carville duties December 1941, re- 
siding the station the house built 
the American Mission for the Chap- 
lain. The Mission also built the beauti- 
ful chapel here and provides the min- 
ister’s salary. 

Coming they did with the advent 
sulfone treatment, the Rashes saw 
some the miracles wrought this 
scientific the care ill- 
which had formerly 
self mystery and stubbornly refused 
mastered with other drugs. was 
era hope and changing outlooks 
for the patients. However, the public’s 
phobia about Hansen’s disease remained 
the dark blot our future plans for 
life outside the hospital. “The attitude 
the public toward victims 
Mr. Rash once said, not from. 
malice, but from ignorance, The Ameti- 
can Leprosy Missions trying pierce 
the curtain superstition 
rance let the world know the facts 
the disease and what progress has been 
made its treatment.” 

Mr. Rash has served ministerial 
capacity many communities. For 
years was pastor the First Feder- 
ated Church Des Moines. This fitted 

—continued column 
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L.M. Issues Inspiring New 
Book 


Author takes look his new book and 
pleased. 


The work the “American Leprosy 
Mussions, the central theme 
the book, New Hearts-New re- 
cently published for the Missions 
Friendship Press, New York (122 pages. 
$2.00). Dr. Emory 
the Missions, and Miss Gene Phillips 
(Mrs. William publicity 
colorful volume, Replete with 
tion and inspiration, likely that 
least 100,000 copies this book will 
sold throughout the world. 

Dr. Ross saw Hansen’s disease 
Liberia and the Congo where served 
Christ. Challenged what saw, 
became engrossed the problem. 
later traveled through Europe, Africa 
and the Near East, observing com- 
munities and conferring with medica! 
missionaries and government 
Throughout his distinguished career 
secretary the Congo Protestant 
cil and the Foreign Missions Confer- 
ence North America and its Africa 
Committee, and his affiliation with 
ALM., has kept touch with field 
projects methods all parts the 

Dr. Ross succeeded the late 
William Schefflein president 
A.L.M. Ross credits the late 
liam Danner, first General Sec- 
retary, with arousing his interest this 
organization, became member 
the and worked with Mr. Dan 
ner, profiting his example and 
votion.” 

New 


(Note: Hearts-New 
1954.) 


him well for his congregation 
community composed people 
denominations and beliefs. 
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Executive Secretary 


BLACKSTONE STUDIO 20 WEST 57TH ST., NEW YORK 


Currier (above) Execu- 
Secretary American Leprosy 
Missions, Inc., has been connected with 
that organization since 1935 when 
began the New York metropolitan 
area secretary. represented the Mis- 
were laid for international 
ence sponsored jointly the Missions 
London and New York. This 
ence was held Lucknow, India, 
November, 1953 and Mr. Currier again 
represented the American Missions 
there. 

“It was very strange nostalgia that 
felt,” said Mr. Currier, landed 
Bombay exactly forty years after 
Asia and thirty after le: aving that city 
very reluctantly for the last time.” 

While Rangoon, Mr, was 
professor Judson Coilege 
the University Rangoon and fol- 
lowed that same interest during some 
the intervening years between 
turn America and his joining the 
American Missions. still manages 
the literary. interest interwoven 

vith his secretarial work. 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Kindly make your checks money orders 
payable THE STAR avoid confusion 
cashing them. 
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Christian 
Ministry 
Friendship 


According Webster chaplain 
“clergyman officially at- 
tached the army navy, royal 
court, public institution, di- 
rector religious activities.” Either the 
dictionary lacking this definition 
chaplain the American Missions 
has availed itself unusually good 
bargain securing the services 
versatile personality the Protestant 
chaplain this hospital, Carl 
der. course, Chaplain Elder does di- 
rect the Protestant religious activities 
here and doing splendid job 
that score, but his day’s work 
consist limiting his services his 
congregation, and the same can said 
his wife, Mrs. Josephine Elder, 


Chaplain and Mrs. Carl Elder 


The Elders are vibrant part our 
community life—an indispensible 
between this and other 
matters not what person’s religious 
the Elders stand ready 
listen patient’s problems, offer 
suggestion assistance called for 
the case. Each feels that the 
ders have aligned themselves with 
our battle against prejudice the 
public toward our illness. They devote 
their energies and time speaking pri- 
vately clubs and church groups, 
everywhere, about our lives and 
community. They encourage groups 
visit here; then tour them through our 
institution that they will have the 
right attitude toward the hospital and 
patients, well. 

Chaplain Elder has placed 
gion membership with our local 
Spann Post 188, and his wife belongs 
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the local Unit 188. Recently the Chap- 
lain also became Lion Elder when 
joined the Point Clair Lions Club 
our community, They are not just dues 


‘paying members these local organiza 


tions but actively engaged the work 
each group. 

Infirmary visits the sick are 
means confined members the Prot- 
estant church. All rooms are visited and 
time given for friendly chat with 
each patient, There certain time 
day night for these visits. One 
apt see Chaplain Elder the in- 
lirmary before the breakfast hour 
the late hours the evening. When 
the comfort consolation woman 
needed, Mrs. Elder always ready 
a*moment’s notice the person, 
Her visits, too, bring pleasure for there 
always time admire this woman’s 
new dress, recent picture from the 
family and hear about grandchild 
cutting the first tooth wedding 
the family. the sharing our per- 
sonal lives with the Elders that 
brought them close each us. 
know their children 
here, and the Elders know all about our 
families. 

Not one underestimates the 
ieal service that Tuesday shopping 
Baton Rouge. Monday 
mornings Mrs. Elder the office 
with notebook and pencil listing what 
each person needs from town. may 
suit for man, party frock for 
one the women, new hat shoes, 
but can just easily request for 
loaf raisin bread, some canned 
pet food, new bedspread and drapes 
for bedroom. The size the purchase 
its seeming unimportance never 
considered. patient wants particu- 
lar thing the are going hunt 
all over town effort secure it, 
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well remember one pre-Easter shop- 
ping trip, when Mrs, Elder was away, 
and Chaplain Elder set out purchase 
Easter frock, hat, purse and gloves. 
His taste excellent and the young 
woman for whom had 
shopping was quite chic Easter Sunday 
morning. 

Our beautiful white 
was built some years ago the 
American Missions. They also built 
residence for the Chaplain and his fam- 
ily and provide the minister’s salary. 
Quartered the station, the Elders 
have missionaries house guests fre- 
quently, These visits 
sionaries with Hansen’s disease and 
treatment this hospital. 

addition Sunday morning serv- 
ices our chapel there are also meet- 
ings Wednesday and Friday even- 
ings. There feeling warmth and 
friendliness the chapel 
ance has shown steady increase under 
the leadership the Elders, during the 
past two years. Besides supporting Mis- 
sion projects the congregation has un- 
dertaken beautification project the 
chapel, this writing the new maroon 
wall wall carpet, purchased con- 
from the congregation, be- 
ing laid the pulpit floor, The altar 
has been softened the addition 
ferns and pot plants, all gifts pa- 
tients. maroon velvet drape behind 
the altar blend with the 
carpeting and later date the center 
aisle the chapel will carpeted, too. 

The Elders are living examples the 
motto their Mission, “Christianity 
Action Against Hansen’s disease.” 
only the Protestant congregation but 
many other patients, well, are grate- 
ful the Mission for sending the 
ders dwell among and enrich our 
lives with their friendship. 
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Mrs. Husk Rev. August Wessels 
National Field Secretary Field Secretary 
156 Fifth Ave., Suite 1134 156 Fifth Ave., Suite 1134 
New York 10, N.Y. New York 10, 


Mr. and Mrs. Broad 
Northeast Area 
Beacon Stret 
Boston, Mass. 


Rev. and Mrs. Southwell 
Western Area 
326 West 3rd St. 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


Meet the Mission’s New 


“Christianity Against disease” the mot- 
the American Missions being exemplified eact. 
the secretaries this national Protestant aiding 
boards. wish you about each them with 
the hope that you will take concrete action securing 
date for them speak your Church group about 
the great need assistance foreign cields. 
Patients this hospital are gratefui for the medical care 
receive from the Health Service that are 
see cases other countries have access the medi- 
cines which have donz much help regain our 

Mrs. Husk, national field secretary, known her friends 
Mamie Gene, and fall that group. Her late husband 
was Presbyterian minister Georgia. Mamie Gene 
accomplished formerly reader and 
under her maiden name religious poetry for periodi- 
she had also served public relations counsellor for Suuth- 
western College Memphis, Tenn., and Belhaven 
Jackson, Miss. 


her talks, Mamie Gene often reiers the use that 
odious word “leper” comparing with the “black magic” 
practiced witch Africa, She contends the 
problem will never solved the stigma 
“leprosy” “Why are leprosy patients treated 
like criminals the United States, and left terrible 
death abroad, since this only disease, not and 
barely contagious?” one the questions dis- 
cussed Mrs. Husk. She available throughout the 
try for meetings women’s clubs, youth and 
children’s groups, clubs, and colleges. 


The August Wessels, field secretary, came the 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Maryland. His sympathetic under- 
standing the local denominational program the onc 
hand and his devotion world missions the other en- 
ables him build bridge between the 
church and the historic missionary program assistance 
people with Hansen’s disease, Mr. Wessels’ messages lift the 
spiritual tone the congregation and create keener 
est the missionary program the church. 


Mr. and Mrs. Broad, northwest area, have been 
working team Mission work since 1938. Mr, Broad 
was business man and devoted church worker wth 
cherished dream giving his life entirely Christian work. 
Becoming affiliated with the American Missions 
this wish, began his work New 
York Secretary and was the New Eng- 
land area. Mrs. Broad has had experience private secre- 
tary several Christian leaders, and volunteer worker 
young people’s societies and missionary 
Several years ago the Broads visited Communities 
Africa. They both speaking engagements throughout New 
England and upper New 


Rev. and Mrs. George western area, have 
been associated with the since 1935. Mr. 
has served speaker, branch executive and promotional 
secretary. was one time charge both the Cleve- 
land, Ohio and the Los California offices spending 
half year each. 

Mr, and Mrs. have made round world trip 
visiting communities couniries. Mr. Southwel! 


Rev. 


While 
could encountered 
just the right qualifica 
secretaries, the problen 
eral replac 
berger must have been 

Secretary the Americ 
should have 
problems foreign 
Christian brotherhood 
min 
requisite would 
audience’s interest 
public need 
with prejudice bec 
work the American 
raise funds, while 
making friends for 
man versed 
tions 

introduce 
Rev. Hayes 
ian, minister, public 
premoter public rela 
tion will serve, begi 

Mr. Henderson, now 
ing, New Yerk, was for 
Kor 
then later principal 
prior WWII, Mr. 
the 
Missions and the 
mittee the Presbyter 


q 
— 
= 
\ 
a 
4 
q 


ral Secretary and Area Secretaries 


Henderson 


that 
ered selecting people with 
replace Dr. Eugene 
out, serve General 
American Missions person 
understanding 
eign lands, and 
many them possibic 
person with feeling 
toward his fellow man 
vould the ability hold 
nterest and 
needed, carry the 
because one’s poverty 
influencing people 
for the organization—so 
promotion and public 
readers the new Gen 
Missions—the 
ayes 
iblic speaker, fund raise: 
relations for the 
beginning April 
now resident Flush- 
was for years Presbyter 
Korea, first minister 
boy’s school. Just 
Mr. Henderson returned 
began working with 
Foreign 
the Displaced Persons 
resbyterian Church, USA. 


wes the driving force behind the preduction Crusader 
Films the film Mary Reed. They are :vailable for 
the western part our nation, and have slides 
their travels illustrate their lectures. 


Miss Lulu Ervin, central area, began working wiih 
She was sent Chicago open the first branch office 
1925. Thus Miss Ervia with the Missions 
the work from the ground up, this central area she has 
the opportunity meeting missionaries enroute ana from 
coasts. this way Miss Ervin has been able keej 
touch with the work tne various communities 
foreign fields, she has kept with this hospital 
visits here, Miss Ervin available meetings 
Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Wisconsin, 
Michigan and Ohio. 


The Miner, eastern area, became affiliated with 
the Missions When you hear him speak you 
instantly that must have been educated Scotland for 
there very pleasant Scottish accent his Upon 
inquiry you learn that Mr. Miner his theological 
ing the University and and the New 
College Edinborough, Later served Associate Pro- 
fessor Theology, Christian University, 
China, before devoting years the ministry 
the Mr. has only recently returned 
from visiting communities Pakistan, Thai- 
land and the Philippines. 


Rev. and Mrs. Forest area, 
into the work the American Missions Sehind 
them was unique service work among Chinese and 
Jewish refugees Shangai The Friends 
cil London. The Rev. has been 
minister The Church the Brethren since 1914. 
1949 and 1956, Mr. and worked the 
United Nations doing relief work Arab refugees. 
served Supervisor Arab Relief camp near Gaza, Pal- 
estine, and later Director U.N. Arab Relief 
the Old City, Acre, Israel, Mrs. Eisenbise was 
intendent Household Affaizs for the Relief Unit, 
Receptionist and Home Visitation worker. They have taken 
many pictures the Holy Land and recently oui com- 
munity had the pleasure seeing these slides. 


Mr. Eisenbise forceful, enthusiastic speaker and 
Eisenbise charming, gracious with whem 
feel home. They work team and are available for 
meetings Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, 
and Texas, 


The Rev. and Mrs. southeast have been 
associated with the Missions since 1951. Mr. Nelson, native 
Texas, graduated from college Kentucky and from 
Seminary New Jersey. Drew Theological 
was awarded fellowship for study abroad spent year 
was there that became interested and the Mis- 
sions programs through Dr. Canaan and the Moravian (HD) 
Home. Mrs. Nelson, native Illinois, went Jerusalem 
with her husband, The service minister, and 
his travels abroad-have been assets Mr. Nelson 
out the duties his Mission work. Mrs, Nelson also 
talented speaker and they fill speaking engagements 
together Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. 


Miss Lulu Ervin 
Central Area 

West Washington St. 
Chicago Ill. 


Rev. Miner 
Garber Square 
Eastern Area 
Ridgewood, N.J. 
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Rev. and Mrs, Eisenbise 
Southwestern Area 
509 Burt 


Dallas Texas 


Rev. and Mrs. Nelson 
Southeast Area 
850 St. Charles Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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and Now 


June 1906, group seven 
men met New York City the home 
Wm. Jay Schieffelin, well-known 
for his interest worthy causes. They 
listened with intense interest Brit- 
isher Thomas Bailey tell the story 
organization which, back 
began sending money missionaries 
India for victims disease then 
known leprosy, now called Hansen’s 
disease many. 

the close the meeting the fol- 
lowing statement was drawn and 
John Sinclair, chairman, and 
Wm. Schieffelin, vice chairman, and 
the five others: 

“Whereas The Mission Lepers 
India and the East whose office was 
then Edinburgh, has deputed Mr. 
Thomas Bailey visit this country 
and form consultative committee 
the Mission for the United States 
America, the undersigned the 
request Mr. Bailey hereby constitute 
ourselves the Committee for the U.S.A. 
the Mission Lepers India and 
the East, with power add our 
number co-opt new members when 
necessary for the purpose assisting 
and guiding the secretary for the U.S.A. 

That first year several thousand dol- 
lars was raised and sent India, but 
American secretary was found until 
1911, when the committee sent letter 
executive the Kellogg Food 
Company Describing the 
tragic plight sufferers from disease 
with superstitious horror and 
dvead, they asked the rising executive 
would become the committee’s sec- 
retary and undertake raise $15,000 
vear. William Mason Danner (above) 
accepted the challenge, though had 
idea how where could raise 
such seemingly impossible 
money. But did. 

1929 funds were being sent not 
only India, but Africa, 
China, Japan, the Philippines, Thai- 
land, Burma, South America, Europe 
and the United States. For energetic 
Mr. Danner was not the kind man 
who could stay within the narrow limits 
his original goal, 

Within year had discovered that 
even here the disease was problem, 
his travels over the country raise 
money for India found that there 
were one more cases our 
states and that many instances their 
treatment was reminiscent the Dark 
Ages. thereupon began strenuous 
and unceasing campaign for adequate 


Gene Phillips, Publicity Director 


facilities care for these patients which 
eventually resulted the establishment 
the present federal hospital Car- 
ville. 

But his years struggle for bet- 
ter hospital this country, Secretarv 
not neglected the rest 
the world. two world tours was 
instrumental the formation organ- 
izations similar the American com- 
mittee Japan, China, the Philippines, 
South America and France, 

1917, the American Committee 
the Mission Lepers became auton- 
omous body, the American Mission 
Lepers, title which was changed 
1950, because the stigma the word 
“leper,” its present name, American 
Missions. 

One important landmark A.L.M.’s 
history which intimately connected 
with Mr. Danner commemorated 
monument small Kansas town with 
plaque little boy and pig. Two 
years after had taken over the Com- 
mittee’s direction 1911, Mr. Danner 
visited White Cloud, Kansas and stayed 
the Chapman home. When left, 
gave their ten-year old boy, Wilbur, 
three silver dollars buy something 
for himself. How the boy bought pig 
named Pete, fed it, sold for $25 and 
sent the money patient Siam 
story too well known retell here. 
Its lies the role the 
thousands little Pete banks raising 
more than $2,000,000 the last 
also helping tell the 
story the campaign against Hansen’s 
disease countries all over the world. 

Pete banks are one the chief 
fund-raising techniques the six 
Missions well some 500 auxiliaries 
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key cities over the country. The his- 
tory these auxiliaries, which 
tributes magnificently the work 
goes back even before the for- 
mation the American 
The first group was organized Pitts- 
burg 1897, after description the 
appalling conditions India the 
Rev. David Heron, missionary In- 
dia for years. And 1906 there were 
number these auxiliaries raising 
substantial funds for the London Mis- 
sion. the 25th year his long, hon- 
orable and creative service, Mr. Danner 
retired amid congratulations 
tables all over the world. 

campaign for government co-opera 
tion was carried the general sec- 
retary, Dr. Eugene Kellersberger, 
who left his thriving agricultural com- 
munity the Belgian Congo 1940 
head A.L.M. had already made 
start good relations with govern- 
ments the Congo, where was the 
first Protestant missionary doctor re- 
ceive government help for his commun- 
ity pacients. And was during his 
years general secretary that govern- 
ment interest was translated more and 
more into financial aid, particularly 
Africa. was also during his tenure 
that the Mission began change its 
emphasis from care rehabilitation, 

The advent the sulfone drugs had 
brought about changed concept 
treatment which was quick 
recognize. The Mission not only began 
send the new drugs all its settle- 
ments, clinics and hospitals, 
urged the establishment preventive 
villages endemic areas rather than the 
large colony. stressed the preparation 
patients for re-entry into normal so- 
cial supported village health con- 
trol centers, surveys for early detection, 
and use corrective surgery, and 
1952 aided constructing new re- 
search and training center India, 
named A.L.M.’s founder, Wm, Jay 
Schieffelin. This new center will test 
new drugs, search for the best possible 
rehabilitation techniques 
training for doctors and nurses local 
hospitals. 

A.L.M. has started new era 
historic campaign rooted the Chris- 
tian compassion the early mission- 
aries. Though its techniques will 
accord with new con- 
cepts therapy which governments 
must provide mass care, and missions 
must create pilot plants, its basic moti- 
command heal the sick and spread 
His message love and compassion. 
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Rex Garville Story 


Dr. Rex Morgan, the popular fiction- 
M.D., whose efforts fight medicai 
frauds and quacks are recounted daily 
his strip the New Orleans States 
comic page, this week began 
ing, new adventure connection with 
the subject Hansen’s disease and the 
handling patients Carville, 

The decision dramatize this 
the tongue made the fictional phys- 
ician through his creator, 
psychiatrist, who until few weeks ago 
had kept his identity secret, 

About four and half years ago, re- 
lated Dr. Nicholas Dallis, author 
the Rex Morgan comic strip, had 
Rex point another character 
declare: “You're treating her like lep- 


Wave Protests 


Because that remark and the wave 
which poured into his pub- 
lishers frem former patients the 
United States Public Health Service 
Hospital Carville and other persons 
interested disease, Rex 
Morgan has become involved 
problems affecting victim the high- 
misunderstood disease. 

shouid have known said 
the Toledo psychiatrist, “It 
was just one those slips the ton- 

Following the appearance that 
particular strip, Dr. Dallis received 
letter from young man who had once 
heen connected with Carville. 

“It was marvelous letter, written 
Dr, Dallis explained. 
the usual type you’d expect. went 
with the term ‘leper’ and the stigma at- 
tached it.” 


Correspondence Started 


Dr. Dallis said his reply the letter 
Was sent Stanley Stein, patient, and 
editor Carville’s magazine, THE 
STAR. ‘ihe two started corre- 
spondence, which continues today. 

few months after Dr. Dailis’ “slip 
page strip Dr. Rex Morgan the 
progress made medicine, re- 
ferred Carville disease 
and the progress waich h.d been made 
towards treating the disease, 

received this wonderful letter 
Mr. Stein,” Dr. Dallis said. began 
realize more and more that there was 
terrific story with regard the adjust- 
ment some individuals who return 


William Madden 


their home environment after being 
discharged from 


Attack Ignorance 


Without revealing the Dr. 
lastest story, which will run 
the States the next two months. 
Dr. Dallis said the theme 
tient’s difficulties returning nor- 
mal life will featured the Rex 
Morgan story. 

“It points the ignorance and sup- 
that goes with leprosy,” said. 

What does Dr, Dallis hope achieve 
treating the subject Hansen’s dis- 
his comic strip? 

“Of course wanted make amends 
for original error,” explained, 
more than that, wanted 
honest about it. want try and 
have people think terms leprosy 
illness. 

“We want show them that not 
nearly contagious people think; 
that there are many other illnesses more 
deadly and much more contagious; that 
pathetic thing only because there 
much superstition about it.” 


Excited about Story 


Dr. Dallis said “more excited” 
about this Rex Morgan story than any 
has undertaken the six years 
has authorized the comic strip. 

Readers Rex Morgan will find, 
the story unfolds, that the words 
“leprosy” and are 
used interchangeably. 

Orleans States, Feb, 20, 1954) 


Note: Mr, Madden got his interview 
with Dr. Dallis telephoning him 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, where Rex 
Morgan’s creator was vacationing. 

Roy Deck who was the first call 
Rex’s attention his “slip the 
gue,” though never officially connected 
with this hospital has long been 
strong supporter our 
campaign. Mr. Deck, former 
now with the the son one 
pioneer friends, the late 
Charles Deck and Mrs. Deck New 
Orleans, 

When Roy wrote about nai 
followed through. permit 
it. spend about half 
our time trying correct adverse and 
narmful publicity, 

The comic strip drawn 
Mervin Bradley and Frank Edging. 
ton, two force veterans, and dis- 
Publishers Syndicate, Chi- 
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Editorial 


The comic strip exploits Dr. Rex 
Morgan the States demonstrate daily 
that comic strips, books and magazines 
can tremendous influences for good 
impressionable readers. 

and his creator, Dr, Nicholas 
Toledo psychiatrist, that 
Morgan presently engaged ad- 
venture designed bring better un- 
derstanding Hansen’s disease, lep- 
rosy, story which has its founda 
tions the leprosarium Carville. 

his efforts prove successful 
some the past, light will shed 
where there has been little. Efforts 
dispel the dread repugnance mis- 
takenly associated with leprosy will get 
big lift. 

For other crusades, the young Dr. 
Morgan has been extremely effective 
explaining the nation other mysteri- 
ailments and the working medi- 
cal quacks, effective, fact, that 
author has been commended the 
American Cancer Society, the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, the food and 
drugs administration the federal se- 
curity agency, newspapers, magazines, 
doctors and countless readers, who have 
been victims the misunderstanding 
the charlatans. 

his writing, Dr. Dallis has man- 
aged avoid the pedantic approach 
effectively that the number his young 
readers continues grow daily. Some 
300 newspapers now print this comic 
strip, and high school girls, recent 
voted the strip one fav 
orite comics. 

Many editors recognize that more im- 
portant than the negative approach 
banning possible 
tainment the positive approach 
providing more the wholesome kind 
with sufficient appeal. 

(New Orleans States, Feb. 1954) 


Mr, Frank Perley has taren 
personal interest the Carville 

Rex Morgan runs daily the New 
Orleans States and Sundays 
Times-Picayune. Among the 300 other 
newspapers printing this strip 
the New York Mirror, Clarion Ledger, 
Memphis Commercial Appeal, 
ham News and Age Herald, Atlanta 
journal and the St. Louis 

grateful for this widespread 
ind constructive publicity break. Cer- 
iainly all concerned with producing 
Rex Morgan, M.D. have made 
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Visitors From Afar 


Visitors our community are not 
sometimes, when guest has 
with his native language taking preced- 
ent over English, passersby glance twice 
place. But when, happens 
some come here the 
tive dress own country every 
one looks the visitors over with 
casual interest. 


One afternoon, early 
eyes were the visitors brought here 
Mrs. Myrtle Anderson, Plaque- 
mine, Home Demonstration Agent for 
Parish. Our photographer. 
Harris, was intrigued the 
costumes Mrs. Knan (lefi) 
Mrs. Anwar (right), both Kaza 
chi, East Pakistan, that reversed the 
usual procedure and got the 
with the Eastern visitors and 
derson while handled the 
Mrs. Khan and Mrs. Anwar are 
their Master’s Degree Home 
Economics Louisiana State 
sity. They plan teach new 
being built Karachi. The Ford 
dation sponsoring them. 

Mrs. Anderson never 
portunity bring people here for 
lirst hand look our community. 
eral months ago she introduced 
Mr. Moerwono and Mr, Soenarto 
Indonesia, They were studying agri- 
cultural extension work the 
under the Point Four program, 
Moerwono and Mr. Soenarto, who 
five languages, told that 
were workers from Indonesia 
‘They are divided into teams two 
studying agricultural methods 
Club program for the youth 
Indonesia upon their return from the 
United States. 


Couple 


Eugene Kellersberger one those 
rare individuals who practices what 
preaches. One the ex-patients men- 
tioned Dr. Kellersberger’s paper 
“Discharged Cases” had this say 


about him, man! leav- 
ing stone unturned his efforts 
help me. God bless him.” This was but 
one many cases handled Dr. Kel- 
His ever crowded schedule 
never prevented him from lending 
helping hand others facing the 
problems adjustment. actively as- 
sisted many dischargees and Dr. and 
Mrs. Kellersberger readily accepted ex- 
Carville patients into their home, 

the summer 1949, when Nick 
Farrel, “the stormy petrel,” ex-STAR 
staffer, was New York appear 
radio program tell his Carville ex- 
periences, difficulties arose 
ting him live program, The radio 
people were worried about the effect 
might have audience and in- 
sisted that authority Hansen’s 
disease speak the studio auidence be- 
fore the broadcast. Nick suggested Dr. 
Kellersberger, whose excellent talk 
the audience dispelled any 
they might have held concerning HD. 
Nick wrote us, “The Kellersbergers 
were wonderful during stay 
New York, had dinner with them 
their apartment. recognize real sin- 
cerity and genuine interest when see 
it, and believe me, the Kellersbergers 
are our friends.” 

Commenting his personal associa- 
tion with Eugene and Julia Lake Kel- 
lersberger, Dr. Emory Ross, President 
the American Missions, told THE 
STAR, “They have 
among people many kinds that 
have rarely seen equalled genera- 
tion.” 
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Dr. Gordon Believes Progress 
Research 


“The Interbureau Advisory Commit- 
tee Leprosy” the Public Health 
Service met Carville March and 
The meeting was primarily concerned 
with plans expand research and Dr. 
Gordon, Medical Officer 
Charge, feels that some progress was 

Attending the meeting from Wash- 
ington were: Assistant Surgeon General 
melsbach, Bureau Medical Services; 
Dr. Chapman Binford, Armed 
Forces Institute Pathology; Doctors 
Thomas Tomlinson and Leonard 
Karal, National Institute Health; Dr. 
James Doull, Medical Director Leon- 
Wood Memorial; and Doctors 
Badger and Edgar Johnwick 
the Communicable Disease Center, At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

Dr. Gordon and Dr, Wolcott, 
Clinical Director Carville, are also 
members this committee. 

Also present the meeting March 
were Dr. William Meyer loan from 
the Public Health Service the Louisi- 
ana State Department Health, and 
Dr. Lawrence Swan, Pathologist, 
Public Health Service Hospital, New 
Orleans. 

One the highlights the two-day 
meeting was important conference 
here March the Public Health 
Service Committee with group lead- 
ing scientists from the Tulane Medical 
School, New Orleans. They included 
John Fox, Professor Epidemi- 
clogy Tulane’s famed Department 
Tropical Medicine; Doctors Charles 
Dunlap and Carrera the De- 
partment Pathology; Dr.. Morris 
Shaffer, Department Psychiatry and 
Neurology; and Dr. James Allen, 
Department Opthalmology. 


Perry Burgess, president the Leon- 
ard Wood Memorial and Mrs. 
gess are expected arrive Carville 
March for brief visit, Since 
October, the Burgesses have been 
tour Hansen’s disease communities 
various countries. They are now en- 
route their home Geneva, Ohio. 

Mr. Burgess the author Who 
Walk Alone and Born Those 
The latter autobiographical, unfold- 
ing the story Perry Burgess’ work with 
the Leonard Wood Memorial from the 
moment asked thirty years ago, “Lep- 
rosy, that still with us?” his decla- 
ration today, “Hansen’s disease with 
ventive fight it,” 
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Mardi Gras came Carville 
did New Orleans Tuesday eve- 
ning, March Mrs. 
New Orleans, Captain the Krewe, 
made many trips this community 
the Grand Ball rehearse the 
royal party the proper entrance pro- 
cedure. The lessons were well learned 
for the Maids-in-waiting, the Dukes, 
and the Princesses were regal group, 
attired their finery, bowing gracious- 
lessly awaiting the grand entrance 
each them. 


King Albert, selected popular vote. 
chose his Queen-for-the-evening 
Vicky, one our teen-agers, She was 
beautiful her ballerina-length gown 
white ruffled nylon, sprinkled 
rosebuds. gold velvet mantel, 
embroidered with sequins butter- 
fly motif, hung from her shoulders. 
rhinestone-encrusted crown 
topped scepter completed her attire. 
The King wore pale blue satin, the 
Dukes white satin and the Princesses 
and Maids were lovely white tulle 
gowns, each carrying beautiful bou- 

The floats, constructed patients 


King Albert and Queen Victoria with the royal court 


under veil secrecy, again demon- 
strated the ingenuity found here. 
These floats, led Joe Marreta’s or- 
chestra Baton Rouge, paraded 
around the walks prior the Ball 


Masque. Donald King, president the 
Patients’ Federation, acted 
Mayor, and Fred Smith Grand Mar- 
shall. The evening’s entertainment was 
sponsored the Patients’ Federation. 


Jungle Queen 
place 


Hails “Goodbye Fancy” 


What happens woman when she 
goes back her college campus trying 
This the essence the plot 
bye Fancy,” three-act comedy 
Fay Mitchell Kanin, presented here 
the evening February the 
3aton Rouge Little Theatre. The cast 
was predominantly young, well-chosen 
and all gave neat performances. Lee 
Edwards’ direction usual was pro- 
fessional caliber. The response the 
Carville audience the play (the first 
this season but have enjoyed 
equally delightful previous seasons) 
was one happy enthusiasm. 


Help passing THE STAR 
your friends and neighbors, place 
your local library. 
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Clair 
Lions Club—2nd place 


Benefit Fair Scheduled 


Sunday afternoon and evening, 
April 25, the Point Clair Lions Club 
will conduct benefit fair for the Jolly 
Social Club. This annual event 
staged our community raise funds 
fer this group handicapped and 
blind patients. Joe Santos has been ap- 
pointed the Club serve 
chairman. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC, 
General Merchants 
Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 
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Education—Gateway Success 
School entry—3rd place 


Valentine 
Canteen entry 


Baton Rouge High Gives 
Band Concert 


Sunday afternoon, March 21, the 
65-piece Baton Rouge High School Sym- 
phonic Band, under the direction 
Robert Hughes, gave delightful open- 
air concert our community. Coincid- 
ing with the official beginning 
Spring, the program was light, well per- 
formed and thoroughly enjoyed. 


Esso Mixed Chorus Entertains 


Wednesday evening, March 24, 
the Esso Mixed Chorus-of Baton Rouge 
delighted the audience gathered the 
theatre with enjoyable program 
both men and women’s For- 
rest West directs the male chorus and 
James Stuart directs the women’s chor- 
us. 


® 
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Hansen’s Disease Hansenosis Not Leprosy 


“Custom may lead man into many errors, but justifies none,” 


Note: Raphael Brown, Senior Reference 
Assistant, Library Congress, 
ington, has compiled 
data concerning the use the word 
ancient, medieval, and 
modern times. Mr. Brown’s data 
the form quotations from the most 
authoritative Catholic, Protestant, and 
Jewish biblical and general encyclope- 
dias, from the best recent textbooks 
medicine and the history medicine. 
and from the writings the world’s 
foremost scientists, Here are some 
these quotations. THE STAR will pub- 
lish more from time time. 


subject the history medi- 
cine presents much confusion lep- 
rosy—so much has the word been ap- 
plied all sorts diseases which have 
mutual relationship.” 

the purely medical point 
view well from the point view 
etymology and linguistics, 
has neither close nor distant rela- 
tionship with leprosy.” 

“Biblical Tsaraat not leprosy.” 

—Dr. Asher Bloom (1938) 

“One point the history leprosy 
perfectly certain: that until the nine- 
teenth century this word was 
tive term for many diseases which 
longer have anything common for 
today.” 

—Dr. Sticker (1931) 

not our leprosy, and was much more 
probably leucoderma.” 

the Bible there any 
description corresponding 
leprosy know today....” 

—Dr. John Lowe (1943) 

“What described leprosy the 
Bible is, believe, generic name for 
group diseases. ....the word zaraath.. 
probably covered large number dis- 

—Dr. Robert Cochrane (1947) 

leprologists not believe 
the Hebrew word ‘zaraath’ has been cor- 
rectly interpreted. Certainly some the 
lesions described Moses not sug- 
gest leprosy known today,” 

—Dr. Binford (1947) 

the fact that Jewish term often was 
used for several modern clinical 
probably included psoriasis, 
and various inflammations the skin, 
perhaps even syphilis. (That the Jews 
themselves apparently did not regard 
zaraath the equivalent today’s lep- 
rosy indicated the degrees un- 


cleanness that were 
Arturo Castiglioni- 
—E. Krumbhaar (1947) 

called ‘leprosy’ the Eng- 
lish Bible, but the description which 
does not tally with the disease caused 
Hansen’s (1947) 

“The nature de- 
scribed Leviticus.... not known and 
has connection with any the forms 
which leprosy shows itself today,” 

Dr. Ernest Muir 

“In the writings Hippocrates, lepra 
sometimes very mild skin trouble. 
more unsightly disfigurement than 
disease, sometimes also definitely cur- 
sickness, never fatal one. ....It 
therefore clear that these characteristics 
completely exclude its identity with our 
leprosy.” 

—Dr. Munch (1895) 

“In the Septuagint ‘Zaraath’ trans- 
fated ‘lepra.’ reasonable as- 
sume that the Hebrews attached the 
same meaning ‘zaraath’ 
Greeks did ‘lepra’.... Lepra was the 
psoriasis modern times. There ab- 
solutely nothing the Greek descrip- 
ticn lepra that suggests even 
manner the modern leprosy, The 
Greeks, speaking true leprosy, did not 
use the term ‘lepra,’ but 
evident, therefore, that they meant 
‘lepra’ affection distinct and apart 
irom the disease leprosy now 
that have enveloped this subject for 
centuries have resulted from the use 
different terms successive ages des- 
ignate the same disease and from the 
total changes the meaning 
plication the word 

—THE JEWISH ENCYLOPEDIA 
(1925) 

condi- 
tion and therefore, more 
for psoriasis, and may have included 
leukoderma.” 

—Dr. Wade (1947) 

“There are scriptural references 
any disease which unmistakably the 
today.” 

—Dr. George Fox (1884) 

“Between what called ‘leprosy’ 
the English Bible, and the leprosy de- 
scribed the best authorities skin 
disease there very little correspond- 
certainly but few points 
Eiephantiasis Graecorum, the 
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who gives the Old 
Testament attentive reading will not 
find even hint that true leprosy was 
known all its writers.” 


reference the Old Testament any 
disease which recog- 
nized the leprosy the present day. 
leprosy cured our Savior after 
the sermon the mount cannot 
considered examples modern lep- 
rosy, but might well have 
SIS. 


—Dr. Howard Fox (1915) 


skin eruptions specified there- 
(Leviticus) not correspond the 
disease which the designation lep- 
now applied....whatever compos- 
ite dermatological group represented 
Levitical leprosy, almost certainly 
does not include true leprosy.” 

—Dr. Jacob Snowman (1935) 


one attempts find conclusive 
proofs the Bible that leprosy has 
existed among the ancient Hebrews, one 
will search vain.” 

—Dr. Lie (1937) 

leprosy the Bible not 
identical with Hansen’s disease.” 

—Dr. Gramberg (1937) 

the general public there still 
remains great fear the contagious- 
ness leprosy, evidently issuing from 
the interpretation certain 
passages the Old 
though, therefore, the Biblical view 
the highly contagious nature leprosy 
undoubtedly aided stamping out the 
epidemic the middle ages, modern 
life works unnecessary hardship 
the and should give way 
more reasonable attitude, agreeing with 
the real facts the case.” 

--Dr. Douglass Montgomery (1915) 


“No major disease 
misunderstood the general 
While true that most persons know 
leprosy only its association 
with the Bible, many doctors....doubt 
whether the old chronicles were actual- 
describing what now known lep- 
rosy. Others have expressed 
that the stigma attached the disease 
not due the Bible, but man’s 
interpretation it. truth fights 
hard against ancient supersititions 
set these people free. The world requires 
enlightenment not only from scientific 
quarters but from religious leaders 
well.” 


—Rosella Mattmueller (1948) 
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“In order that disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable Dis- 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are ad- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 

* * 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


mitted They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their kome semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 
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